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Street, James The Velvet Doublet 
Doubleday. Jan. 1953. 351p. $3.50. 


Mr. Street’s purpose his latest novel less tell 
story than portray period and man. The book 
elaborate costume piece set fifteenth-century 
Spain and purports the journal one Juan Rod- 
rigo Bermejo, Andalusian sailor recorded history 
the lookout aboard the Pinta who first sighted the 
New World 1492. Columbus, Rodrigo reports, 
cheated him out his fame and the attached reward: 
velvet doublet and royal pension. His account con- 
sequently becomes violent attack the Admiral 
the Ocean Sea, who depicted vain, ignorant, 
hypocritical, and covetous incompetent willing stoop 
any expediency for self-glorification. 


very leisurely beginning traces Rodrigo’s youthful 
career the point his shipping with 


cident held minimum absorb the atmos- 


phere Renaissance Spain great detail: the teach- 
ings the great schoolmen monastic colleges, the 
arguments cartographers about the size the earth, 
the intrigues court, the gay immorality waterfront 
life, the realistic details everyday living among the 
common people Lepe, Seville, Paols, and Cadiz. 
Brooding over the whole the shadow the Inquisi- 
tion under Torquemada, with attendant hazards for 
unconverted Jews, Moors, and those who consort with 
them. 


This dread touches Rodrigo when falls love with 
Maraela, daughter his father’s Jewish partner, Luis 
Harana. They profess conversos, but when Rod- 
tigo discovers their secret Judaizing they flee for fear 
exposure. later sets sail with the caravels for 
the westward route India, still carries dreams 
finding and marrying Maraela. 


The long voyage and subsequent exploration the 
Caribbean islands are presented length. The trium- 
phant return, however, brings Rodrigo only tragic 
disillusionment. First cheated Columbus 
fame and reward. Then learns that his father and 
their faithful servant Mudarra have been burned the 
stake through perfidious falsification Maraela save 
her own neck. Thus embittered, rejects Christi- 
anity, turns Moslem, and Moorish Tangier under 
the assumed name Mudarra rises wealth and 
power with the loving help Jewish wife, Mita. 
Revenge comes when the aged Columbus turns him 
for financial help. travels briefly Spain, finds 

araela living ward Columbus, exacts written 
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acknowledgment his having first sighted land, enjoys 
Maraela carnally, and then gloatingly glories rejec- 
tion their helpless entreaties for aid. Returning then 
Mita, prepares the journal that will justify him- 
self with posterity. 


The style calls for patient reader. Its excessive co- 
ordination, strange idiom, and other rhetorical eccen- 
tricities are achievement sort and perhaps justi- 
fiable the journal pretension, but they never become 
comfortable reading. More satisfying are the incidental 
portraits Rodrigo’s associates—his close companion 
The Rabbit, his teacher Fray Juan, the resourceful Cap- 
tain Pinzon the Pinta—and the competent presenta- 
tion variety local colors that come impressively 
life under Street’s diligent devotion detail. Com- 
mendable, too, the restraint with which reports 
matters that would tempt less disciplined pens ob- 
scene sensationalism, such the carousing sailors, 
Rodrigo’s love-making, and the ravages syphilis after 
the Second Voyage. The treatment Columbus is, 
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course, boldly debunking; the controversies that will 
doubtless evoked belong properly the professional 
historians, but can least said that for Street’s 
fictional purposes the character effectively drawn. 
Style alone would make the book adult one; the 
restriction further warranted the strong lines with 
which the religious background sketched and 
occasional immoral situations. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Marshall, Bruce The White Rabbit 
Houghton, Mifflin. Jan. 22, 1953. 262p. $3.50. 


Heroism has few interpreters who not lessen the 
virtue the writing, but readers who shy away from 
“time-life” recitals the exploits the brave because 
the flaws taste and style that make such accounts 
unpalatable will find The White Rabbit most wel- 
come relief. 


The Story Wing Commander Yeo-Thomas, British 
officer who three times entered and lived and 
worked France during the dread Occupation, who, 
under the name became symbol 
promised aid and comfort the Resistance, whose in- 
domitable spirit preserved him through arrest, innumer- 
able brutal beatings, starvation, disease and treachery, 
who twice organized the helpless and dispirited into 
escapes the heart enemy country, who returned 
finally, “an undefeated man into undefeated city,” 
one that deserved told well. this book 
has been told superbly. 


When the deeds themselves are beyond words, only 
perfect, crystal-clear style will suffice. Bruce Marshall 
has supplied this prose that vigorous, vivid and 
completely unobtrusive. 


Admirers Marshall’s novels will discover his peculiar 
and blessed form wisdom here, rarely before put 
such good use bringing the reader the lessons 
charity, nobility and faith. Yet, because Marshall’s 
success writer, this entirely Yeo-Thomas’s book. 
all the shocking ugliness detail that this realistic 
narrative presents, the figure this little man in- 
credibly great. 


The White Rabbit must labeled “for adults only,” 
but for them must. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New York, New York 


* * 


Thayer, Charles Hands Across the Caviar 
Lippincott. Jan. 1953. 251p. $3.50. 


his earlier volume the lighter aspects diplo- 
macy, Bears the Caviar, Charles Thayer has now 
added Hands Across the Caviar. Having learned Rus- 
sian, and something about the Russians from residence 
Moscow, dating back 1934, Mr. Thayer was sent 
into Yugoslavia 1944 head the American mis- 
sion Tito’s Partisans. Most the volume con- 
cerned with Tito and his followers; less information 
given concerning the author’s subsequent experiences 
Austria and Korea. 


Best SELLERs 


Thayer was supposed learn much could 
about the Partisans and their relationships with the 
Russians, after the latter had aided the “liberation” 
Yugoslavia. Thayer makes effort analyze the 
objectives the philosophy the Partisans the 
Russians. conferred directly with Tito several times, 
and also with General Kisilie and with General Tol- 
bukhin, the top Russians the Belgrade area. 


Thayer writes some length the many banquets 
that attended. These affairs seemed necessary 
entertainment for visiting generals. Caviar and vodka 
were much evidence, although Thayer observed that 
the Russian hosts did not get their vodka from the same 
bottles used for serving the Americans and Englishmen. 
The Russians evidently drank water and stayed sober; 
the Americans and the Englishmen drank good deal 
vodka and therefore could not stay sober. Thayer 
observed the dislike and distrust which the Russians 
had for the Americans; listened Russian Jewish 
officers who told him secretly that anti-Semitism was 
operating Russia 1944 almost the same degree 
that had previously operated Hitler’s Germany. 
There also included interesting account the 
attempt made kill Hitler July 20, 1943. This 
story was detailed Thayer German whom 
had previously known Moscow. keen observer 
and excellent story teller, Thayer has written 
humorous account formal and informal contacts with 
the Yugoslavs and with the Russians. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Asimov, Isaac Foundation and Empire 
Gnome Press. Sept. 15, 1952. 247p. $2.75. 

When man reached into space found million 
worlds the galaxy the Milky Way and tens 
thousands years developed the first Galactic Em- 
pire which inevitably disintegrated. prevent thirty 
thousand years anarchy and chaos the psycho-his- 
torian Hari Seldon established two Foundations op- 
posite ends the galaxy, the first physical scientists 
and the second psychological scientists that the 
two working with Seldon’s principles psycho-histori- 
cal necessity could shorten the interregnum and bring 
about more rapidly the establishment the Second 
Empire whose strength and peace would without end. 
Around this theme Asimov has woven series stories 
future history, two which make the present 
volume. From the first foundation has arisen group, 
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The Caine Mutiny (IIb) Wouk Apr. 
The Wonderful Country Lea Nov. 
The Old Man and the Sea (Ila) Hemingway Sept. 
Don Camillo and His Flock (1) Guareschi Sept. 
Queen’s Gift Fletcher Dec. 
The Sojourner Rawlings Jan. 


Allen 
Herzog 
Johnson 
Papini 
Murrow 


Author and Review 


Costain Aug. 
Steinbeck Oct. 
Keyes Nov. 


The Big Change (Ila) 
Annapurna (Ila) 
Charles Dickens (Ila) 
Michelangelo 
This Believe (Ila) 


The Traders, who their commercial enterprise are 
knitting some the broken sectors the Empire to- 
gether. Their work threatened Riose, strong 
general the Empire, who finally begins wage 
successful war against the foundation. Lathan Devers, 
trader, and Ducem Barr, psychohistorian, their 
best defeat Riose and the Empire but without suc- 
cess until psycho-historical factors step and accom- 
plish their end. the second story, the founda- 


tion now freed from the danger Imperial aggression, 
faces revolt from within mutant, called the 
Mule, who can dominate human emotion and uses this 


weapon defeat the first foundation. using psy- 
chohistorian almost locates the second foundation 
but foiled girl who kills the dupe and thereby 
checkmates the Mule. 


this series there are earlier stories, already published 
book form, describing the foundation and the Seldon 
principles psycho-history. There are also later stories, 
probably not yet book form, describing the work 
the second psychological foundation. all, 
they constitute readable treatment simple theme 
and typical science-fiction suitable for most classes 
readers. 


Marcel, Gabriel Man Against Mass Society 
Regnery. Nov. 10, 1952. $4.50. 


This latest volume Gabriel Marcel truly for 
limited audience. Yet its substantial theme far more 
contributory the welfare our generation than the 
recent best-selling The Great Enterprise Over- 
street. unfortunate that inferior literary format 
will render this book less accessible those minds 
liable impressed the more popular work. Why 
must philosophers fear literary expression sound 
ideas, and thereby neglect the flexible phrases which 
clarify technical terminology? 


Gabriel Marcel probes very many current attitudes and 
evaluates their verity and usefulness the light 
sound metaphysics. His area research the present- 
day political arena with its concomitant tensions, power 
tactics, moral decline, and the evanescence real 
thinking. must expected, the illustrations and 
experiences employed are taken from the European 


Marcel Lowndes 233 


scene rather than from the western hemisphere and 
its nations. 


the risk over-simplification, the “plot” this 
volume might summarized thus: Most modern evils 
are not merely the fruit historical events but are 
equally the outcome wrong attitudes thought, par- 
ticularly For example, materialistic 
thinking has reduced the range mankind’s sense 
value and thus has made man over-concerned with the 
acquisition goods any price. Technology and 
Science, because they are real and tangible, are esteemed 
greater worth than they deserve. Verily, the means 
toward better civilization have become the only goals 
for men’s efforts. 


this way the philosopher with his idealistic pre- 
scriptions relegated side shelf and his place 
taken the emotional, demagogic fanatic whose opin- 
ions are conditioned the voice the unthinking 
mob. The philosopher’s cry for service truth goes 
unheeded. newer type service, based expedi- 
ency, compromise, and humanitarianism has preempted 
his role. Yet this latter sort service has firm 
foundation because its principles are fickle the 
people which presumes serve. Only adhesion 
age-old universal truths can produce society pervaded 
sensible neighborliness and spirit respect for 
rights, regardless current moods found the masses’ 
psychology. brief, the thesis that salvation comes 
from above and not from below, amply dwelt upon 
the closing portion the book. 


Man Against Mass Society rewarding reading but 
scarcely appealing for the average passer-by. Perhaps 
background experience with the author’s earlier 
works, The Mystery Being, Homo Viator, and some 
the other essays, will better prepare the taste for 
suitable appreciation this newest book. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Lowndes, Marion Monsoon Quarter 
Westminster Press. Jan. 19, 1953. 219p. $3.00. 


For period three months, Tempe Jarvis, young 
widow, was the guest Kurt Long, strangely brilliant 
man, formerly friend her husband. The purpose 
her stay during the monsoon season the little 
island off New Guinea, where Kurt, with few native 
workers, lived solitary life devoted New Testament 
exegesis, was await the arrival money from home. 
From honored guest status pure terror was the trans- 
formation her lot she grew gradually aware 
Kurt’s paranoid condition. Mere preservation her 
life, effort supported reading articles old 
Britannica, was her sole object until lucky switch 
her apparent relationship Kurt caused him allow 
her escape. 


This tale has been told before, even with the island 
setting, but some fairly good writing, some minor por- 
traitive, and element suspense make the book 
acceptable entertainment for the general reader. 


Doris Maguire, 
New York, New York 
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Soloviev, Mikhail When the Gods Are Silent 
McKay. Jan. 1953. 506p. $3.95. 


This powerfully written novel story Mark Surov 
and life Communist Russia. Mark was boy the 
time the October Revolution. grew see 
military service, first putting down. internal revolt 
and later against the Germans. also functioned 
minor party bureaucrat. the picture his life 
evolves, see something the Communist experi- 
ment from the eyes ordinary people the Soviet 
Union. 


Soloviev has given useful portrayal ordinary 
life under Communism. also interesting novel. 
Because occasional codrseness language and real- 
ism discussing Mark’s emotional life, can rec- 


ommended only for mature readers. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


* * 


Earl, Lawrence The Battle Baltinglass 
Knopf. Jan. 1953. 250p. $3.00. 

Here grand story for anyone who carries drop 
Irish democratic blood the veins just nurses 
the plain human thirst for fidelity justice the little 
things. seemed mere matter formality the 


spring 1950 when Miss Helen Cooke filed her appli- 
cation for sub-postmistress the village Baltinglass. 
After all the Cookes had filled the post for near 
eighty years. During the past fourteen Miss Cooke had 
actually exercised the duties for her aged and ailing 


aunt who held the title. Moreover, how else was she 
keep Aunt Katie? There was tradition, experience 
and need her side; all three were absent the case 
Michael Farrell, the young man the village who 
had also applied for the job. Miss Cooke was not 
worried, but she should have been because young Far- 
rell had political pull—and got the appointment. 


Does this seem trivial incident the affairs men 
and governments? deputy the Dail spoke the 
affair slightingly “only storm teacup,” but the 
Irish can brew powerful cup tea. Baltinglass 
man was able retort with simple and telling truth: 
grown into damn big teacup and the tea spill- 
ing out all over the country.” The Baltinglass Protest 
Committee saw that. They took the issue Dublin, 
the Dail, and finally the whole Eire petition, 
newspaper, automobile and airplane. 


The Cooke affair inspired ballad, called the Battle 
Baltinglass, which was sung—between deep draughts 
velvet stout—in the public houses. manner 
expected the song embroidered the story. 
book the same name Mr. Earl sticks the facts; but 
the facts themselves, narrated with grace and implicit 
humor, make appealing and dramatic tale. You 
will want read how the people Baltingless banded 
together (even General Dennis and the O’Mahony 
joining in) and what measures they took (including 
some ingenious and daring) right what they con- 
sidered manifest wrong. all goes show that 
when persons rouse thmselves cause they can 
change, not the world, least appointment 
even government. one newspaper put it: “The 
political storm that began with the appointment 


Best SELLERs 


postmaster the little Co. Wicklow village 
tinglass ended last night with the resignation the 
Costello Government.” the comment Mr. Lear: 
“Perhaps never before had such seeming triviality 
inspired democratic adventure.” 


Curley, Michael J., C.SS.R. 

Venerable John Neumann 
The Catholic University America Press. Dec. 1952. 
547p. $6.50. 
Enough works the field American church history 
have appeared recent years indicate certain general 
tendencies. There are the partisan biographies which 
seek popularize the favorite figures this that 
religious community sentimental, legend-perpetuat- 
ing fictionalizing. There are the heavily documented 
tomes studiedly devoid theory and fancy. There 
are, too, those which are pure labors love. Father 
Curley’s life Philadelphia’s fourth bishop find 
last balanced combination these three schools 
writing which has produced biography merited 
distinction. The charming anecdotes and pious legends 
which add flavor the book are included for what they 
are worth, but are frankly and truthfully labeled. The 
scholarship the book impressive, with eighty-four 
pages footnotes documenting the text from sources 
five languages, and bibliography which indicates 
familiarity with the secondary sources mid-nineteenth 
century Americana. Finally, there can doubt 
that Venerable John Neumann labor love. The 
whole book bears this testimony, but the author’s 
veneration particularly evident the passages where 
writes Neumann’s spiritual life, his zeal and 
charity. 


And all this quite should be. man saintly 
enough have been declared venerable Pope Bene- 
dict 1921 entitled his legends. bishop 
whose episcopal career traversed the eight hectic years 
preceding the Civil War requires biographer who can 
deal with the intricacies church administration 
rapidly expanding population amid the turmoils 
Nativist riots and civil strife over the institution 
slavery. And prelate whose interior life was ex- 
emplary merits both labor and love. the Most 
Reverend Cicognani, Apostolic Delegate, remarks 
his preface the volume, “Only increasing and 
deepening our knowledge the sterling character 
John Neumann can make certain the spiritual 
profit that must come from study his life.” 


this biography the American Redemptorists have 
glowing tribute the man who put their order the 
forefront Catholic education. too, every his- 
torian the American church will find essential 
and impartial chapter its history the turbulent 
nineteenth century. Neumann completed great 
church Pittsburgh and bishop helped eighty others 
rise the Diocese Philadelphia. took active 
part the Plenary Council 1852, two provincial 
councils, and held three diocesan synods. fostered 
the Forty Hours’ Devotion the United States and 
erected numerous confraternities and religious societies. 
But the small Bohemian immigrant who lies buried 
Philadelphia’s St. Peter’s Church will win even 
larger audience, for everyone who interested the 
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career man whose greatness was founded humil- 
ity will find edification this noteworthy biography. 
The Catholic University Press congratulated 
having given such fine format work whose merits 


must long endure. 
Annabelle Melville, Ph.D., 
St. Joseph College, 
Emmitsburg, Maryland 


Shipley, Joseph (Editor) 
Dictionary World Literature 
Philosophical Library. 453p. $7.50. 


handy, not exhaustive listing literary terms this 
new “completely revised and enlarged” edition recom- 
mends itself the shelves teachers’ and smaller 
school libraries. Some 260 scholars have collaborated 
the preparation the various items, alphabetically 
arranged from “abecedarius” “Zeugma,” including 
such names Gide, Lewis Mumford, Allen Tate, Al- 
lardyce Nicoll, Richards, Henry Seidel Canby. 
But the unwary buyer forewarned that this “dic- 
tionary World Literature” does not attempt in- 
clude biographical summaries the authors the 
world literature, nor does attempt list titles the 
books that comprise world literature. Brief and satis- 
factory articles Prosody, its various manifestations, 
criticism various ages and lands, the technical 
language rhetoric, grammar, versification, methodol- 
ogy and syntax are the proper stuff which this dic- 
tionary made. The 453 pages are closely printed 
double column, which perhaps explains why the price 
seems rather high for the size the book. 


North, Sterling The Birthday Little Jesus 
Valenti Angelo. Grosset Dunlap. Oct. 
1952. Unpaged. $2.50. 

original and childlike approach the Christmas 
Story given this picture-storybook for children, 
wherein the seventh-birthday activities the Child 
are climaxed His mother’s telling Him the won- 
drous events the Nativity, the adoration the Magi, 
and the flight into Egypt. About double the space 
taken, however, account the Child’s perturba- 
tion the straying favorite sheep, His day-long 
search for the animal, and the exciting discovery that 
lamb has arrived time for His birthday gift. 


Simply told, the story reverent tone and restrained 
scope. The interpolation into the Biblical account 
sparrow fallen from its nest, which was His sixth- 
birthday gift, and the recovery the strayed sheep 
and the newborn lamb for His seventh, character 
and appropriate. Probably few child readers listeners 
will puzzled the point asking, “Why did Our 
Lord speak God ‘the Lord’?” or, “If Christ was 
God, why didn’t know where the lost sheep was?” 


Drawings and marginal illustrations are pleasing. While 
will not replace old favorites, the book accept- 
able addition the Christmas collection. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Shipley North Sokoloff 
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Sokoloff, Boris, M.D., Ph.D. Cancer 


Devin-Adair. Oct. 13, 1952. 243p. $3.75. 

Essentially Doctor Sokoloff’s current book collection 
medical essays, written twelve chapters, which 
deal each with particular phase cancer research. 
The final chapter elaborate summary the others. 
general, the text directed the medical profession 
but will not appeal the average doctor. more 
apt engage the cursory interest the cancer specialist 
researchist; although might serve also source 
material for the occasional speaker cancer. im- 
parts new information and does not explain how 
prevent treat malignant disease scientifically. 


The educated layman, any reader for that matter, 
will search vain for the promised constructive de- 
velopments the prevention and treatment cancer 
they pertain human beings. will learn prac- 
tically nothing standard methods cancer therapy. 
will find that the early detection cancer prac- 
ticed physicians’ offices and detection centers not 
even mentioned. But will observe that “cancer 
curable detected early stage.” will also 
note the lack information the value tumor 
clinics effective source cancer education and 
medium for the study and treatment cancer 
groups experienced and competent physicians. 


Unless the reader knows there considerable difference 
between the reaction the same substances can- 
cerous animals and humans and carefully notes that, 
“Unfortunately, convincing and reliable the experi- 
mental observations cancerous animals might be, 
the conclusions based them should taken with 
some reservations when applied human cancer” 
will seriously misled. Doctor Sokoloff’s theme de- 
rives almost entirely from the results animal experi- 
mentation numerous investigators. treats labo- 
ratory rather than clinical cancer. 


five paragraphs specifically devoted cancer pre- 
vention four are concerned with dietary restrictions and 
the fifth, incompletely, with the danger signals—signs 
and symptoms that may lead are immediately 
indicative cancer. know and heed these warn- 
ings vitally important! But apparently Doctor Soko- 
loff not convinced the efficacy learning all the 
earlier manifestations the disease. 

The importance diet causative factor appears 
overdrawn. Curiously, environmental and occupational 
causes malignancy are not reviewed. Nor the con- 
structive recommendation frequent complete physi- 
cal and laboratory examinations considered. But even 
more amazing, the subject microscopic study re- 
moved tissue, biopsy, completely omitted. always 
desirable obtain specimen tissue suspected 
malignancy for microscopic examination; and the spe- 
cial staining technic Papanicoloau not substitute 
for this procedure. 

Treatment described generalities. Standard pro- 
cedures are mentioned pari passu with methods still 
under investigation and practical value. The 
only recognized scientific methods treatment for can- 
cer the present time are surgery, x-rays and radium, 
singly variously combined. The complete 
records more than 40,000 cured cancer cases file 
The Tumor Registry the American College 
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Surgeons attest the effectiveness these modalities. 
Let not misdirected, even what read, and 
fail differentiate between temporary benefit—pallia- 
tion—and cure. Temporizing measures—palliatives— 
never supplant the earliest possible radical attempt 
cure otherwise fatal disease. 


The magnitude the cancer research program and its 
cost, approximatley $84 million 1951, thoroughly 
related the text. The vast quantity research work 
can further appreciated taking into account the 
variety and number actual references, 270, the 
end the book. 


unfortunate that Dr. Sokoloff, for all his 
and was prodigious—did not write more fascinating 
and valuable book. the reader confines his eyes 
the last chapter, will derive all that Cancer has 
store and will need only distinguish fact from fallacy. 


The seriousness the cancer situation prevents the 
reviewer from recommending this confusing book willy- 
nilly informed and rightfully apprehensive public. 


William White, M.D., 

Chairman, Pennsylvania Cancer 
Control Commission, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


* * * 


Wells, Twenty-eight Science Fiction Stories 
Dover. 915p. $3.95. 


This book, compiled under the editorship Groff 
Conklin, reissuance two lesser-known novels and 
twenty-six short stories from the pen the famous 
pioneer the field science-fiction. companion 
piece another anthology the seven better-known 
novels with which most are familiar. Together 
these two compilations give most the work pro- 
duced one the founders modern science-fiction. 


The first the two novels reprinted the present 
book “Men Like Gods,” one the Utopian type 
which statesman, editor, priest and several others 
are transported into another dimension where they find 
civilization which has developed from “Age 
Confusion” into state anarchic perfection. The 
story rather dull resume the history, customs, 
sociology and government Utopia with the idea that 
Earthlings can achieve the same success they will 
only devote themselves the liberal and scientific 
ideas already current earth. Only the editor, Mr. 
Barnataple, converted the “Great Revolution,” 
the others are all too blinded their own special in- 
terests. 


The second novel, “Star Begotten,” story which 
popular historian, obstetrician and professor 
Philosophy who practices psycho-therapy discover that 
man’s evolution being caused Martian-engineered 
bombardment cosmic rays causing mutations the 
human race. They prove their point not trapping 
the Martians but logical consideration the signifi- 
cance statistics supra-normal children. first 
the historian, Joseph Davis, was antagonistic the 
idea and suspects his wife being experimental 
case but ends discovering that he, himself, affected 
and being proud that his famliy one the archi- 
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tects new world being evolved benevolent 
Martians. 


While both novels and some the short stories are 
rather dull and uninteresting, others the short stories 
are minor gems their kind and well deserve reprint- 
ing. Among those are “The Crystal Egg,” “The Man 
Who Could Work Miracles,” “The Magic Shop” and 
“The New Accelerator.” Many these short stories 
are really fantasy-fiction rather than science-fiction and 
there that Mr. Wells excells. the whole, the 
collection only fair and would not seem the 
type that would appeal the modern science-fiction 
fan. Many the stories are marred Mr. Wells’ 
well-known antipathy religion which has place 
his plans for the advancement the human race. The 
book seems suitable for adults but deserves great 
recommendation. 


Williamson, Jack 
Fantasy. 252p. $3.00. 


Mr. Williamson has some twenty-five years science- 
fiction writing under his belt and one the few 
authors deriving most his subsistence 
work although still has small cattle ranch re- 
serve. Among Williamson’s earlier efforts were the 
famous Legion Space series but one expects read 
more the adventures Hal Samdu and his band 
Legion Time one will disappointed. the first 
place the book consists two novellettes—the title 
story and another “After World’s End.” Both are ad- 
venture stories involving time travel and the usual 
struggle save human civilization. The world 
garded branching corridor whose walls are covered 
with the sculpture possible events which become 
actual only when illumined the lantern time. But 
possible give probable events actuality ex- 
pending energy the time field. And possible 
affect alter the future affecting some circumstance 
phenomenon the past. And Will McKay 
builds time-ship, the Chronion, and, under the leader- 
ship Denny Lanning, gathers band fighters (all 
killed modern wars) who, the face inevitable 
odds, bring actuality the future world Jonbar with 
its human perfection and destroy the possible world 
Gyronchi with its human extinction. And best all, 
the heroes are all resurrected enjoy life their per- 
manent new Valhalla. 


Legion Time 


the second story the spaceman, Barry Hom, returns 
from million years suspended animation destroy 
Nalgarth, the robot who would destroy the human 
race. this case, however, Barry loses his life the 
process. 


Williamson primarily blood-and-thunder adventure 
story writer who uses thin cloak scientific termi- 
nology and few well-worn ideas which hang his 
plots. His the space opera which the vast reaches 
space are dwarfed the still vaster distances 
time and unimaginable sketches the imagination 
but which the hero still conquers all for the sake 
love and humanity. pure escape reading for teen- 
age science-fiction fans acceptable 
harmless. 
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Homes for Living 
Nov. 1952. 192p. $3.95. 


Homes That Grow 
48p. 


Paul, Samuel 
Simmons-Boardman Books. 
Paul, Samuel 
Architectural Plan Service, Inc. Nov. 28, 1952. 
$0.50. 

The Architectural Plan Service Jamaica, New York, 
holds the copyright both these publications, which 
represent the designs for various homes conceived 
Samuel Paul, Architect. The fifty-cent pamphlet 
actually selection the designs contained the 
board-bound book, adapted such manner show 
how basic central unit each house may built, 
with provision for additional units added later, 
presumably income and need for space grow. Most 
these additions are estimated cost materials, 
supposing that the home-builder himself will con- 
tribute his own labor the actual construction, saving 
expense investment “sweat equity” the build- 
ing. The variety plans, expandable complete, 
seem attractive enough and are intended for varying 
terrains. Blueprints for any one the designs you may 
fancy are available $20.00 for the first set, and $5.00 
for each additional set. 


The larger book contains designs for some homes, 
graded into the following budgetary classifications: 
for families earning $3,000 $5,000; and each for 
the $5,000 $7,000 and $7,000 and brackets. Brief 
chapters “Seven Steps Home 
Count Your Money; (2) Land hunt; (3) Choice 
plan; (4) Tailor the House; (5) Choose Builder; (6) 
Construction procedure; (7) The Art Moving In— 
should helpful for any family thinking “building 
ahome.” All that might needed would scale 
the spiral costs for the unpredictable 
uture. 


Reswick, William Dreamt Revolution 
Regnery. Jan. 26, 1953. 228p. $3.95. 

Ukrainian-born William Reswick’s fascinating report 
comes boon the student Russian history, 
often frustrated his attempts grasp the factors in- 
volved the post-Revolutionary restoration autoc- 
racy Russia. Readers will doubtless wonder why the 
on-the-spot account events such historical import 
should have delayed long seeing the light day. 
has been the usual story, still almost incredible for 
the inhabitants free world: “fear for the friends 
left behind.” this may added the factor the 
atmosphere naively allowed prevail the strange 
alliance days the Second World War which 
frank criticism the uncrowned Tsar Russia seemed 
out place. 


One may well question Mr. Reswick’s conviction that 
revolutionary Russia under the leadership the so- 
called Right-Wing Bolsheviks the early twenties, the 
Moderates reflecting the country’s “Gray background,” 
might have become free land instead totalitarian 
tyranny. The Leninist ideology false, evil and 
unrealistic its Stalinist perversion—if perversion, in- 
deed, is. Aside from the discomfort the critical 
reader may feel this respect, will decidedly 
indebted the former Russian correspondent 
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and Chief the Moscow A.P. Bureau for number 
valuable thumbnail sketches the men who have 
figured the headlines Russia’s recent past. There 
intimate and sympathetic description Lenin’s 
successor, Premier Rykov, who “adopted the custom 
riding alongside his chauffeur.” There the fabulously 
feared Yagoda whose harshness was belied his 
gentle appearance. Detailed accounts interviews 
with men like the ill-fated Trotsky, Chicherin, and the 
rest them will acquaint the reader with Soviet Rus- 
sia’s rogues’ gallery. 

The general theme, course, Mr. Reswick’s inter- 
esting work the story the ingenious rise Joseph 
Stalin absolute power through the gradual increase 
special GPU Army, swollen with the influx 
millions desolate Russia’s “wild children.” The 
result was the creation praetorian guard young 
men selected their gangster leader’s 
establishment which quite rightly reminds the author 
the Oprichnina Tsarist days, although errone- 
ously associates that organization with Peter the Great 
the seventeenth century instead Ivan the Terrible 
the sixteenth, whom the present master the 
Russians bears such striking resemblance. 


All men deeply concerned with the present-day menace 
demagogic absolutism this world ours will find 
much food for thought reporter Reswick’s contri- 


bution. 
Frank Fadner, S.J., Ph.D., 
Professor Russian History, 
School Foreign Service, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


REPRINTS 


van Loon, Henrick The Story the Bible 


Permabooks. 448p. $0.50. 

was thirty years ago that Mr. van Loon first rushed in. 
There has been lot scholarship since then, but his 
imperviousness its conclusions 1923 (not speak 
divine faith), argues ill for what his assimilative 
powers might have been were still live. The edi- 
tors see “brilliance, simplicity and wisdom” the re- 
telling. This seems clear case mistaken identity 
for ponderosity, simplicity and dullness, for Moses never 
looked quite good. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John (who did not really write the gospels), least 
had their names stolen four whose genius van Loon’s 
limitations highlight. Oddly, there rationalism 
whatever attempted the Old Testament narrative, 
whereas the New tapestry denial the miracu- 
lous and insupportable eclecticism evidenced. 
The gospel would have been safely discredited the 
year 100 had been preached van Loon’s milk-and- 
water terms, but this fact only one thousands that 
escape him. The book will sell widely this edition, 
(“reverent” unquestionably is), and should achieve 
that odd mixture harm and good which our culture, 
for its confusion, receives its portion. Because 
betrayal history the grossest kind, the harm must 


predominate. 
Gerard Sloyan, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 
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Street, James and Childers, James 

Tomorrow Reap 
Pocket Books, 1952. 518p. Cardinal Edition) $0.35. 
Original Dial edition, 1949, reviewed vol no. July 
15, 1949, 66. 
Another historical novel the Dabneys Lebanon 
the Mississippi river valley during the uncertain times 
the South transition after the Civil War. The 
story concerns the fight the family hold its land 
against the inroads Northern big business. Not 
great book, but honestly written one. 


The White Tower 
Cardinal Edition) $0.35. 


Ullman, James Ramsey 
Pocket Books, 1952. 518p. 


Original Lippincott edition, 1945, reviewed vol. no. 12, 
Sept. 15, 1945, 102. 

The story five people stranded isolated and 
unknown Swiss village during World War II; their am- 
bition, for various reasons, climb the White Tower, 
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inaccessible Everest. The story the climb itself 
has magnificent suspense and brilliant detail; the rest 
the book, while fit for mature readers, waste 
time. 


Wilson, Donald Powell 
Six Convicts; Psychologist’s Three 
Years Fort Leavenworth 


Pocket Books, 1952. 354p. Cardinal Edition) $0.35. 
Original Rinehart edition, 1951, reviewed vol. 10, no. 22, 
Feb. 15, 1951, 199. 


Public Health Service, Dr. Wilson has tried com- 
plete research project dealing with the connection 
between drug addiction and criminality. His six con- 
vict “helpers” make his story anything but dull. Not 
particularly moral but full excellent character de- 
lineation and good humor. 
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